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We apprehend that many other causes exist to account for the gradual diminution of the University students, besides those brought forward by the author, and we cannot altogether coincide with him even in adopting these as facts, and therefore must dissent from many of his deductions.
That the elections of some of the professors to chairs in the University of Edinburgh have been owing to political interests, family connexions, and other unfair means, we are not at all disposed to deny. The qualifications of the candidates, in these cases, have weighed as dust in the balance against their more powerful opponents, self-interest and favouritism. An exposition of the curious machinery set in motion at these epochs, and of the oil used to keep its wheels in revolution, would be amusing, though at the same time it would give us very unfavourable ideas of some of the principal worthies connected with the affair. The professorial chair of physic, for example, so brilliant in the days of Cullen and Gregory, has, since the death of the latter revered teacher, been a dead letter; not perhaps owing to any lack of knowledge in its present Professor, but for it is notorious that the graduates, glorying in the degree of that univerr sity or of Cambridge, do obtain all the information, (which is worth anything to the public,) in their capacity of physician, elsewhere !! The system of examination in the Edinburgh University the author reprehends as disgraceful. That many blockheads have there obtained degrees we will ourselves at once confess ; but we will, in reply, ask the author to point out any learned body in this or in other kingdoms, and say if he cannot instance some one or more individuals who form component parts of those societies, and who are not most fully entitled to the same appellation?
Where examinations are strict and proper, still chance may direct the questions in them to those identical topics, of which alone perhaps the candidate has a knowledge. We have ourselves known instances of men who went direct from the book to this dreadful tribunal, and to their inexpressible gratification, the first questions were on the subjects of their last read page, the answers being so remarkably satisfactory to the examiners that the after parts of their examination were lightly passed over, owing to the thorough knowledge evinced on all the subjects for the first half hour. They order this matter better in France." As to the power of the Edinburgh University in granting degrees, we apprehend that the author must be in fault in denying it?if he be correct, not a day should be lost in applying to Parliament on the subject.
In conclusion, we think that the author, though taking different views on many subjects from ourselves, has handled them fairly, and has adduced many striking facts in his pamphlet, sufficient to put the new magistracy on their guard in future elections, if they possess the wish of upholding the fair fame of their colleges, especially when St. Andrew's and Aberdeen are at last endeavouring to rival them by awaking from the sluggish apathy which has so long been both their bane and disgrace. The author appears to have the interest of the university at heart, as well as that of the private lecturers, (we presume of course that he is of the latter class himself,) and we should ourselves recommend to the faculty of the former institution, to use no other means of suppressing this very useful class in the profession than by shewing (from the excellence of their own lectures) that they are unnecessary.
